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We are transported back to the year 1986,
when "Top Gun" was the highest grossing
movie and "Pretty in Pink" defined the decade
for Generation X. Yet we are not in the US,
or even the Western world. The shimmering
blue-green Bay of Bengal laps the shores of
the southeastern Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh. We travel inland to the small village
of Mallepalli, where the Hindu religion is part
and parcel of people's lives, and ancient
tradition comes into to stark contrast with the
changing social mores of a sleepy but slowly
rising economic power.

There the story unfolds about two 16-year-
olds. Fraternal twins, one dark-skinned and
plain, Pullamma, and the other fair-skinned
and pretty, Lata. Told from the perspective of
Pullamma, who endeavors to someday
become a good wife. Yet cognizant of her
place in society, and respectful of her
grandmother's old-fashioned views of
women, she has limited her schooling. Though
there are three girls in the family, and with
finite resources, there is not enough dowry
money to go around. Pullamma being the less
desirable of the three will undoubtedly be left
out of the marriageable lot.

Lata, on the other hand, has embraced
education. Her dream is to study medicine
and become a doctor. Only then will she
abide by tradition and seek a suitable
husband.

Fate has other plans and Pullamma is
accorded the gift, or the curse, of a being
proclaimed a "goddess" by a corrupt, local

Breathless, describes Rasana Atreya's
exhilarating, compelling and extraordinary
debut novel. This is a tale of the complex
human condition immersed in a culture that is
thousands of years old. The author deftly
illustrates, through her erudite prose, that
complications and situations only drive the
spirit of survival and resourcefulness. With
each new challenge and obstacle, the
protagonist rises to the occasion.

Atreya's vivid descriptions create the perfect
backdrop to the multifaceted lives of the
characters. The author draws you into the
scenes, with the smells, the sounds and the
colors of this humble yet vibrant Southern
India village. The story lingers in your
imagination long after you have turned the last
page.

Born in India, the author attended Marquette
University in Wisconsin. She worked in the IT
field and as a rape crisis counselor in the San
Francisco Bay Area. She is now a full-time
writer as well as a mother of two grade
school children. Tell A Thousand Lies is her
first self-published novel. It certainly won't be
her last. -- eNovel Reviews
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Thank you for taking the time to review my book!
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politician. Now the plain and less educated of
the three girls ascends to a station of
prominence. She is married off to a wealthy
and well-respected family, and like
Cinderella, her life goes from rags to riches

Luck was not kind to her twin Lata, who
aspired to greater goals, and with her virginal
beauty and fair skin would have been swept
up quickly by an affluent suitor. She is
pregnant, out-of-wedlock, and embittered
that her dreams have crashed
unceremoniously around her. She becomes
resentful and vindictive, to the detriment of
Pullamma.
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