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Have a great book written, but no publishing

house has come forward to publish your book?

Say hello to self publishing. 

A cost effective format, this form of publishing

has helped many closet writers turn into

successful authors. One such author is Amish

Tripathi, who after facing a series of rejections,

decided to self-publish the first edition of his now

famous Shiva Trilogy. Amanda Hocking, author

of the My Blood Approves series and John Locke,

author of the Donovan Creed thriller series and

Emmett Love Western series, emerged from

obscurity and rose to the best-selling status in a

matter of months. Closer home, Rasana Atreya quit her nine-to-five

job and published her first novel, Tell a Thousand Lies, which was

downloaded by over 17,000 people in its first week. Following suit were

authors like Sri Vishwanath, Rangarajan Iyengar, Narita and Viji

Varadarajan — all self-published writers who have emerged successful,

thanks to self publishing. Once considered the last resort, self-

publishing — also called vanity-publishing, has now become a viable

choice, as it is an easier and quicker way of getting the book to the

readers.

Writers speak

Viji Vardharajan, a Chennai-based cook-book author, who recently self

published Classic Tamil Brahmin Cuisine, says, "Self-publishing gives us total control over

content." Sri Vishwanath, a Mumbai-based author who published his book, The Power Of

Visualization online, agrees. "From the pace of writing to creating their own covers, the authors

own it and market it. Like others, I took the traditional book publishing route. But

simultaneously, I also explored the self-publishing route," reveals Vishwanath. Eight years and 13

transformational titles later, he got all his books published with Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing

(KDP). In less than two years, he had over a quarter of a million downloads and is currently

ranked among the Top 100 popular non-fiction authors.

Jon P Fine, the director of author and publishing relations, Amazon.com, says "India is a very

nascent, but growing market. So far, we have received a good response from Indian authors.

There's a lot of growth opportunities for aspirants interested in various forms of writing, including

poetry and prose," he says, and adds, "The self-service nature of this platform is an important

Isha Sharm a,TNN | Ju n  2 2 , 2 01 4 , 1 2 .00 A M IST

Connect with us

SL

142/2
& 257

50.5 ov

ENG

365

LIV E

2ND TEST

SL lead by 34 runs

Subscribe to our Newsletters

FEATURED TODAY IN BOOKS

Online publishing scores big time

Mumbai cop's debut thriller narrates

other side of story

Dartington Tagore Festival celebrates

peace

Football, cricket and other stories

You should be able to tell a story with

your pictures

More

Home Life & Style Relationships Health & Fitness Beauty Photo Stories People Food Books Home & Garden Fashion Specials Debate Photos Videos

Online publishing scores big time

20Like Share

Online publishing scores big time

Top New s (Daily)

Tech New s (Daily)

Entertainment (Daily)

Life & Style (Daily)

Movie Review  (Weekly)

Your Email Address

  

Share

A A

http://www.indiatimes.com/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesofindia.indiatimes.com%2Flife-style%2Fbooks%2FOnline-publishing-scores-big-time%2Farticleshow%2F36958384.cms&region=follow_link&screen_name=timesofindia&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
javascript:openSigninNew('1');
javascript:loadPopup('4');
javascript:loadPopup('14');
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CLBLhtf2mU5qPCMmpugSdzIDoBcO0gfdAAAAQASCLpI0nUOns94kHYOXq44OYDsgBAqkC4h-YOB3ZUT7gAgCoAwHIA50EqgSEAk_Q4jZyDX3M6nJqj-3S53Jj5xxXvMeSchM58pb3Y1fEJqdykiN_6fTSQl1aMIDSqmYecdQV72oZ_ZIetldRN9byzMeZnFQL173Wpnv-PXY-ZjhCzCgFx_I9t4Gg2eHNF-ybvxXIFcqymvE9xF9R7MXnGdb6YTexjAZZ6IQ-ZRDq43spBbP5CAFArkOzSRWKnfxHMM6o2aFeZXScX8hADdFZmunnp101Ik7iFI9nKI5jbmCo9DH2iCPbjgXb65FizA4_fn-fs8MAetEK2GyUlmPOP_ycURJtViHwR7E631a2obfym78VOHfvCwfVXiOglZMDe1p7ByxgSYVN93xogBSciKlF4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_2qdQAzp-S0l89n5ELQjyCcFkzfrw&client=ca-pub-7652860482476689&adurl=http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/special/electronic-entertainment-expo-2014/tech_special/36209348.cms&nm=3
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/advancesearch.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/articlelistls/2886704.cms
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesofindia.indiatimes.com%2Flife-style%2Fbooks%2FOnline-publishing-scores-big-time%2Farticleshow%2F36958384.cms&text=Online%20publishing%20scores%20big%20time%20-%20The%20Times%20of%20India&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesofindia.indiatimes.com%2Flife-style%2Fbooks%2FOnline-publishing-scores-big-time%2Farticleshow%2F36958384.cms
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesofindia.indiatimes.com%2Flife-style%2Fbooks%2FOnline-publishing-scores-big-time%2Farticleshow%2F36958384.cms
javascript:void(0)
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CiDkctP2mU_XXGI6-lgSHjYHIDpiVhLUFkK3HuKIBwI23ARABIKjwpgYoAlCFpJed______8BYOXq44OYDqAB4Nb50APIAQGpAuIfmDgd2VE-qAMBqgTOAU_Q1kEEcRZdcu4u86PkKYHmeiJtVUpN-3NVfIAJJJ_idMMFqK_vOLFIk2jp9hk9QFuaypbgkp-TN30H6NkE8IvfyaKHiVR_nLf0EorclhtagTowiP4hvBp3ZmfQHvoC-jM2nMvxMusnTdBzdbPjOiSqj_rhTyz5_v4sJvmCystOnAEEYyueGMA2c1T5b9DcQgdK3tA-HP9gMQDzW9A1N4WmRRK27ma2VVfH8AKJXNGlkb9sNIn7fgavtyZKgI2_okpt8IqixA9ZZxExbfSigAeIqYYv&num=1&sig=AOD64_0RXERx1fFwhKwx4gkIjKYpHWb7Sw&client=ca-timesofindia_site_js&adurl=http://www.quillsInk.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CiDkctP2mU_XXGI6-lgSHjYHIDpiVhLUFkK3HuKIBwI23ARABIKjwpgYoAlCFpJed______8BYOXq44OYDqAB4Nb50APIAQGpAuIfmDgd2VE-qAMBqgTOAU_Q1kEEcRZdcu4u86PkKYHmeiJtVUpN-3NVfIAJJJ_idMMFqK_vOLFIk2jp9hk9QFuaypbgkp-TN30H6NkE8IvfyaKHiVR_nLf0EorclhtagTowiP4hvBp3ZmfQHvoC-jM2nMvxMusnTdBzdbPjOiSqj_rhTyz5_v4sJvmCystOnAEEYyueGMA2c1T5b9DcQgdK3tA-HP9gMQDzW9A1N4WmRRK27ma2VVfH8AKJXNGlkb9sNIn7fgavtyZKgI2_okpt8IqixA9ZZxExbfSigAeIqYYv&num=1&sig=AOD64_0RXERx1fFwhKwx4gkIjKYpHWb7Sw&client=ca-timesofindia_site_js&adurl=http://www.quillsInk.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CLARJtP2mU_XXGI6-lgSHjYHIDt3slLIF9f-v8IkBwI23ARACIKjwpgYoAlDKicCr-P____8BYOXq44OYDqAB4-Lt3QPIAQGpAuIfmDgd2VE-qAMBqgTOAU_QlhZncxZecu4u86PkKYHmeiJtVUpN-3NVfIAJJJ_idMMFqK_vOLFIk2jp9hk9QFuaypbgkp-TN30H6NkE8IvfyaKHiVR_nLf0EorclhtagTowiP4hvBp3ZmfQHvoC-jM2nMvxMusnTdBzdbPjOiSqj_rhTyz5_v4sJvmCystOnAEEYyueGMA2c1T5b9DcQgdK3tA-HP9gMQDzW9A1Yp2QPBK27ma2VVfH8AKJXNGlkb9sNIn7fgavtyZKgI2_okpt8IqixA9ZZxFkMaSugAeFnZIi&num=2&sig=AOD64_2dELUpB7zJchI84tajn_XYCIhayA&client=ca-timesofindia_site_js&adurl=http://campaign.printland.in/books-printing.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CLARJtP2mU_XXGI6-lgSHjYHIDt3slLIF9f-v8IkBwI23ARACIKjwpgYoAlDKicCr-P____8BYOXq44OYDqAB4-Lt3QPIAQGpAuIfmDgd2VE-qAMBqgTOAU_QlhZncxZecu4u86PkKYHmeiJtVUpN-3NVfIAJJJ_idMMFqK_vOLFIk2jp9hk9QFuaypbgkp-TN30H6NkE8IvfyaKHiVR_nLf0EorclhtagTowiP4hvBp3ZmfQHvoC-jM2nMvxMusnTdBzdbPjOiSqj_rhTyz5_v4sJvmCystOnAEEYyueGMA2c1T5b9DcQgdK3tA-HP9gMQDzW9A1Yp2QPBK27ma2VVfH8AKJXNGlkb9sNIn7fgavtyZKgI2_okpt8IqixA9ZZxFkMaSugAeFnZIi&num=2&sig=AOD64_2dELUpB7zJchI84tajn_XYCIhayA&client=ca-timesofindia_site_js&adurl=http://campaign.printland.in/books-printing.html
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Online-publishing-scores-big-time/articleshow/36958384.cms%26gl%3DIN%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-timesofindia_site_js%26hideleadgen%3D1%26ai0%3DCiDkctP2mU_XXGI6-lgSHjYHIDpiVhLUFkK3HuKIBwI23ARABIKjwpgYoAlCFpJed______8BYOXq44OYDqAB4Nb50APIAQGpAuIfmDgd2VE-qAMBqgTOAU_Q1kEEcRZdcu4u86PkKYHmeiJtVUpN-3NVfIAJJJ_idMMFqK_vOLFIk2jp9hk9QFuaypbgkp-TN30H6NkE8IvfyaKHiVR_nLf0EorclhtagTowiP4hvBp3ZmfQHvoC-jM2nMvxMusnTdBzdbPjOiSqj_rhTyz5_v4sJvmCystOnAEEYyueGMA2c1T5b9DcQgdK3tA-HP9gMQDzW9A1N4WmRRK27ma2VVfH8AKJXNGlkb9sNIn7fgavtyZKgI2_okpt8IqixA9ZZxExbfSigAeIqYYv%26ai1%3DCLARJtP2mU_XXGI6-lgSHjYHIDt3slLIF9f-v8IkBwI23ARACIKjwpgYoAlDKicCr-P____8BYOXq44OYDqAB4-Lt3QPIAQGpAuIfmDgd2VE-qAMBqgTOAU_QlhZncxZecu4u86PkKYHmeiJtVUpN-3NVfIAJJJ_idMMFqK_vOLFIk2jp9hk9QFuaypbgkp-TN30H6NkE8IvfyaKHiVR_nLf0EorclhtagTowiP4hvBp3ZmfQHvoC-jM2nMvxMusnTdBzdbPjOiSqj_rhTyz5_v4sJvmCystOnAEEYyueGMA2c1T5b9DcQgdK3tA-HP9gMQDzW9A1Yp2QPBK27ma2VVfH8AKJXNGlkb9sNIn7fgavtyZKgI2_okpt8IqixA9ZZxFkMaSugAeFnZIi&usg=AFQjCNFie_bQMancoPE2f-K-sQak4z33yg
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/A-book-on-Keralas-legend/articleshow/36655433.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Stories-of-memories-in-the-river-of-life/articleshow/33909069.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Mumbai-cops-debut-thriller-narrates-other-side-of-story/articleshow/36891406.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Dartington-Tagore-Festival-celebrates-peace/articleshow/36880350.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Football-cricket-and-other-stories/articleshow/36878640.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/variety
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Stores
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Publishing
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/online
http://www.speakingtree.in/topics/thoughts/books
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Isha-Sharma.cms
http://www.gocricket.com/live-score/sl-vs-eng/ensl06202014174413/quickview?wl=toi
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/newslettersubscription.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Online-publishing-scores-big-time/articleshow/36958384.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Mumbai-cops-debut-thriller-narrates-other-side-of-story/articleshow/36891406.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Dartington-Tagore-Festival-celebrates-peace/articleshow/36880350.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Football-cricket-and-other-stories/articleshow/36878640.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/You-should-be-able-to-tell-a-story-with-your-pictures/articleshow/36812519.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/articlelistls/2886704.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/relationships/articlelistls/2886713.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/articlelistls/2886714.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/beauty/articlelist/2886724.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/photo-stories/photostorylist/29895695.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/people/articlelist/4141042.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/food/articlelistls/2886710.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/articlelist/9884966.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/home-garden/articlelist/5912641.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life/fashion/articlelistls/2886715.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life/specials/4758720.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/debatelist/3133631.cms
http://photogallery.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos/lifestyle/videolist/3813443.cms
https://twitter.com/timesofindia
https://www.facebook.com/TimesofIndia
https://plus.google.com/+timesindia/posts
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void();
javascript:void();
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Online-publishing-scores-big-time/articleshow/36958384.cms?prtpage=1


6/22/2014 Online publishing scores big time - The Times of India

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Online-publishing-scores-big-time/articleshow/36958384.cms 2/5

Post a comment

factor as it allows writers to boldly experiment and accomplish things that would otherwise be

impossible."

What publishing houses say

Many self-publishing houses like Pothi.com, Power Publishers and India's first self-publishing

house, Cinnamon Teal, dot the Indian literary landscape today and thus, there is no dearth of

publishers for young talents in India. These publishing houses are also constantly engaged. When

Jaya Jha co-founded Pothi.com with Abhay Aggarwal, back in 2008, they were publishing one or

two books every month. "Today, we publish 60 ebooks and 60 physical copies a month," says

Jaya. Since they started, the number of books they publish has been increasing. "We do not reject

any manuscript. Unless someone asks, we don't even look at the script," she reveals. The self-

publishing house started making profit within two years of its inception, which is a telling sign

that the phenomenon is picking up quickly.

Why it works?

Self publishing is less time consuming, informs Leonard Fernandez, the co-founder of Goa-based

Cinnamon Teal. "Typically, in traditional publishing, there's an 18 to 24 month gestation period

for the book to come out. In self-publishing, it takes three-four months for the book to hit the

market, be it online or in stores." Kolkata-based Sanchaita Biswas, manager, sales, distribution,

promotion and events, Power Publishers concurs, "We take 14 days to publish the book and make

it available all over India." Adding to these benefits, Jaya says, "The authors have the liberty to

experiment with the content as well as with the pricing." Other reasons include timely publishing,

cost effective prices and a greater variety in terms of genre.
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